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of the British. In this connection we may refer to an
extract from an address delivered before the Royal Empire
Society Summer School at Oxford by Sir Malcolm Hailey.1
He said :
" I suggest to you that the real justification for the
introduction of that form of government (democracy) in
India lies in the faith that India must pass through the
educative and formative influences of representative in-
stitutions before she can evolve the form of government
best suited to her own conditions. That, if I may say so,
is a very reasonable theory on which to work ; it should
allow India gradually to evolve her own proper form of
government under influences making for the maintenance of
order, instead of proceeding by a series of catastrophic experi-
ments.
" But in the end it may very well be that India may
find herself best suited with something different from
Parliamentary government in our form—something, that is,
in the nature of a directorate sufficiently responsive to
popular needs and ideas to gain general acquiescence, but
not dependent in the constitutional sense on a majority
vote." 2
The White Paper proposals, after full debates in both
Houses, were laid before the Joint Select Committee. The
Government assured their critics that the Committee
would not be restricted in any way so as to prevent it making
any fresh proposals. The normal procedure is that a Select
Committee has before it the text of the Bill as already
introduced into Parliament. The unusual course of asking
a Select Committee to examine proposals before their
incorporation in a Bill was adopted in order to give the
Committee greater freedom in their examination, and in the
result this expedient fully justified itself.
1	Governor of the United Provinces, India, at the time.
2	Asiatic Review, October, 1933.

